Light Boston and Old South Meeting House Celebrate Two Unique Preservation Projects!

Despite the driving rain and forceful winds, a dedicated group of supporters gathered at Old South Meeting House on Thursday, February 25, to celebrate the unveiling of Light Boston’s latest project: the beautiful illumination of the Meeting House steeple. The illumination of this 1729 landmark coincided with the Meeting House’s restoration of its historic tower clock. As if by design, these two incredible projects were both completed in the last few weeks. Now, the steeple is beautifully washed in light and the spectacular clock quietly ticks again high above Washington Street.
The Old South Meeting House tower clock, one of the nation’s earliest surviving tower clocks, began to operate after a hiatus of over a year. The painstaking restoration work by an array of preservation specialists brought this 244 year old timepiece back to its exacting standards. 

The illumination of the Old South Meeting House steeple by Light Boston has been underway for over a year as well, as the Light Boston team has designed, planned and installed the energy efficient exterior lights. Light Boston is a non-profit, citizen’s advocacy group dedicated to enhancing Boston’s urban environment by providing appropriate exterior lighting to the City’s buildings, monuments, streetscapes and public spaces.

At Thursday evening’s reception, following a brief welcome by William G. Constable, President of the Old South Meeting House board, Emily Curran, Executive Director of Old South Meeting House, spoke of her delight in seeing the completion of these two projects. She remarked about her excitement watching residents and visitors look up with wonder at this architecturally rich building as they pass down Washington Street at night.

Mr. Ben Colburn, President of Light Boston, spoke on behalf of Light Boston for this lighting project celebration.  Mr. Colburn thanked the dedicated Light Boston board and supporters, many of whom were in attendance at the reception. He thanked, too, the many people who helped to procure funding, provide technical and design assistance, and manage the installation of these lights. Mr. Colburn addressed the importance of illumination as a component of urban design, enhancing the beauty and impact of the city’s historic and cultural heritage. 

Mr. Jim Hunt of the Department of Environmental and Energy Services spoke on behalf of Mayor Menino, who was unable to attend due to his knee injury, an injury, Mr. Hunt quipped, “that was the result of poor lighting!”  The Department of Environmental and Energy Services is dedicated to enhancing the resources of our built environment and to finding safe, reliable and efficient energy systems for the city. Mr. Hunt remarked that the City is delighted to see the illumination of the iconic steeple of Old South Meeting House, a National Historic Landmark on Boston’s Freedom Trail. He noted how beautiful the steeple looked as he walked down Washington Street and how proud the city is of this important and successful public and private partnership between Light Boston; the Mayor’s office in the City of Boston and its many public agencies; and Old South Meeting House. 
To fully appreciate the lighting and clock restoration, please walk by the Meeting House in the evening and take a moment to look up. For more information on Light Boston, its projects, or how to contribute support for Light Boston’s ongoing efforts, please visit www.lightboston.org. For more information on Old South Meeting House or its tower clock, or to make a donation towards its continued maintenance and care, please visit www.osmh.org. 
